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- andom Notes from Recollection wd Records inspired by the Brenton 
centennial at Dallas Center Oct. Us 41993 by 
Bi \ Ora Williams, 


‘ 491'7265 


Willian id Erenton, who laid the corner eee for the Brenton 


yEN 


ppankcing institution, was barely of age when he heard tlhe call of the 
President of the United. States for men to help save the Union. This was 
early in 1061. ee Lingoln had been in office only a few days. The 


\ 
flag of his Rouabay, had been fired upon and dishonored. He wanted men to 


SEP ee ee RO See 


retrieve Peet Monroe and punish the revels. He asked from Iowa only 


a sufficient nuxber of men to make up two or three regiments. They were to 


enlist for only ninety days, for it was thought the war would be over 
quickly. The Virst lowa Infentry and the Second Iowa Infantry were organizedm 
- at almost the Sune tinue. There were men offered sufficint for more ieuinadsialk 
but inasmich as the iruredinte danger was at or near Jefferson Earracks, St. 
Louis, where a slavery governor threatened to seize the arms and ammunition 
' stored there, the first companias adcepted for giammm service were located on or 
4 “4 near the liississppi river. In fact, they were put aboard steamships and 


ta _ sent down the river within a few weeks, and some of them got into action 


almost without any field training. 

’ The young farm boy of Dallas County rolled his few belongin’s 
ee into & mais bundle and trudged off to the nearest recruiding point 

| Pe and on May |, 1861 he found himself enrolled as a member of Company D, 

_Sefond pow Infantry. He was nustered on the 27th of the month and the — 


company startedoff. Landing at St. Louis the company was given weapons 


ms 


d a jy these were found to be defective. ‘The American flaz did not need any 
q.. 
Ee “armed dafenders for a number, of years and the army had no factory for the 


Ping 3.8 


aM ease” GUNS 6 | The government at Hashingian bought gu ns a Sere ete at 


of sy tena, They evidently had been rejected, for some ofthen 
burst as soon as fired. There was a fuss, of course, and better guns x 


came from Washingtone 
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ir. Brenton, the Dallas County farm boy who mst have had a long 
walk to the recruiting Fines, cons into contact with or associated with, 
some men notable in Iowa his tory. # ron into the bragade commanded 
by Samuel Kh. Curtis, of Keokuk. le had some training at Fest Point and 
was member of Congress. An offiver of the brigade eat one time was Gen. 
Marcellus M. Crocker, able Des Moines lawyer and the min of whom Gen. Grant 
said in after years: "He was rik to cg_ymand an indepencent army." Then 
Gen. James HM. Tuttle was attached to the Second Iowa, and Noah W, Mills 
and Gen. James B. Weaver. A private in thisreciment won fame for seizing 


the flag that had fallen from three color sergeants and carrying it over 


the rsmparts at Donelson. This was Voltaire P.Twonbley, afterwards 
treasurer of slate. 

The regiment went on throvgh the battles at Shiloh and beyond and 
into Atlanta; and being of short time men became separated and parts of 
other regiments. 

a few 
Private Brenton was with his company only terme months. At the 
Battle of Fort Donelson he was wounded in the hand so that he was 
ordered on furlough This was February 15, 1862. Then he was "disc harged 
for promotion" August 31, 1062. There were many others injured or killed 
at Donelson, on the Tennessee river; but it was here that Gen. Grant ium 
turned the tide and swept on to Vicksburg. 

Did Mr. Brenton, with a wounded hand, go back to the plow on 
the Brenton farm on tickory Creek and forget about the flag? 0, no; he 
found more to do. Most of the Dallas county boys were going elsehere to 
join the army, but somebody got an order that a Battery of Artillery 
should be organized in Dallas and surrounding counties. Mr. Brenton 
soon found himself whooping it u p for the Union and advising the boys 
to get into the Battery. The recruiting plaSe was zene one of only 
two or three towns in the county. One of the first to\ sign his name to 


the roll was Archibald Brenton, brother of William H. There was a lawyer 
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in the county seat, Joseph R. Reed, who had some military knowledge. 
He had come to the county and taught school in the Miller schoolhouse 
near which the county had been orggnized in 187. Then he got into the 
practice of law with kw. S. M. Abbott, after a brief excursion into 
journalism as editor of the "Ship of State". Joe was elected to be 
first lieutenant of the Battery. Nelson A Spoor of Council Bluffs wa sma 
appointed captain, but when he was promoted, Joe Reed became leader 
of the company. He was afterwards chief justice of the supreme 
court of Iowa and then served long on the United States Court of 
Claims. Later Reed was promoted and John Wie Goon, later county 


AN 
recorder of Dallas county, became head of the battery. Capt. Heed 


rported on an important engagement at Nashville and later at 
Mobile and New Orleans. 

The military order for this battery directed recruitment for faith 
Dallas, Polk, “arrison, Fremont and Pottawattmie counties, butmmm 
there were members from other counties. The majority of the member’, 
however, were from Dallas county, doubtless owing in part to the 
efforts of Wim. H. Brenton. Dallas county had fifty-five members. 
Among others Mia names became well known in the county were 
Caswell-and Clement Ferguson, John T, Kinnick, Benj F. Camery, 

' Stephen Allenbaugh , br dwardibboriar, William Eckles, John W. 
Mattox, Sam ee Noel, Israel B. Slate, ‘mmms Thomas J. Sloane, 

@ eorge Fish. Jerome B. Frush, Jacob M Graham, Win. J. Leaming, Wm. 
Leverton, Robert H. Moffatt, William A. Russell, BES Wisner 
and John Snyders These are only a few ofthe men of Dajlas county 
in that Battery. 

Little wonder that ES every Fourthof July, when the celebra- 
tion was at Adel, John Snyder and Arch Brenton woke the town up by 


firing at dawn one of the field guns they brought back. And Vim. 


Brenton joined in the applause. 
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oh 
liickory was once a pines in Dallas County. It is not on the maps 
now. It never rose to the dignity of being a tow, nor a oistoffice; 
but it did get into the laws of iowa as “a place." Dallas county was }9¢ 
located and named before Jowa got statehood. The latter event occurred 
just at the close if the year 106. A newly elected General Assembly 


wag already making law before the president sisned the resolution de 
claring Iowa to the the 2/th state. Barly the next year a bill was 


passed authoring the organization of Vallas county, and that byill said 
that the organizing sheriff and his assistants were to "meet at Hickory" 
and hold the election to choose first officers. ‘hey went to the county 
to do the organizing. bul wiere was Hickory ? iiobody could tell, or mm 
would not say; so they met Wockgelnbade near where wilson Miller had 
alfarm. There is a stablof grantie in the school yard reciting the fact 
and date of organization. 

But Hickory was a reality. Tncre is on the maps of today a small 
stream draing land just west of Dallas Center and running into the North 
Raccoon river east of Adel, and it is marked Hivkory Creek. Now when 
James B. Brenton, and his band of adventurers, came first to the county 
a hundred years ago sowebody told them about tie fine land on th at 
creek, and Lr. J. Bb. brenton settled on sowe land on liickory Creek. The 
place, or sttlement, or whatever it might be, was called Hickory. Of 
course there were earlier settlers at Hickory, for the county was organ 
ized nearly seven years before the brenton hegira. It is quite likely 
that William He, as a boy, neared hol? to drive a straight furrow or to 
feed a young calf. 

The doctor in due time found that the cvunty seat, first named 
Penough or Feadch, would be a beiter place from which to practice 
his profession, So he went to what is now Adel and built a modest house 


On Main street two bocks west of the court square. 
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The war came to an end and William H. turned to the cornfields 
and the feed lots, having acquired a nice farm a few miles north of 
of Hickory. He new a good steer wlien he saw one, and he prospered. 
Soon after the war came the extension of the Des Kuines Valley railroad 
from Keokuk, and the Les Moines & Ft. Dodge lo cated a town right at the 
edge of the Breuton farm. The proposed future court house square was 
just across the street. Sure the county seat could not always remain in 
a town without a ralroad. sDallas Center was the right place. Lawyers, 
doctors, newspaper men came to be in on the Aa floor. Sam. G. Sloane 
started a lively newspaper. Agitation for removal of the county court h 
house soon followed. Tie matter got to a vote, but failed. Latcr it was 
tried azain but too late, for Adel had a railroad, ur sometning they 
called a railroéd. Tue deciding factor in tire last round for the 
court house is reputed to be the politicians of the Milwaukee 
railroad. That company had acquired the old narrow eutiae through 
Adel and was not deslrous of killing off that town. The seme railroad 
galso had a division point at Perry. It is said that the Perry railroad 
men, who had a big buncn of votes, were tipped oif to vote againt removal, 


Wich seems quite likely. At any rate, Lallas Center never got the 


There was wholesome hospitality and much good cheer in fhe homd of 


Wm. H, Prenton, in Dallas Center, 
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The Orton circus was distinctly a Dallas County institution. Hiram 
Orton bought a farm near where the station of Ortonville waa long 
after established. fie bougat it of my father, fAphraim Yilliams, uho 
had "entered" it fo the guvernuent lands. ie mace that farm his 
headquarters for a long whilo, and quite likely it is still used by 
ghe Ortons of later date. Urton also had a luaber yard. lie wos a public 
Spirited man ana he gave @ "benefit" exhibition of his show in Adel and 


gave all the proceeds to establish a tom library. f pores ovor some of 


pain GALL $e bari thu bne Bey aggare 


the Orton library cooks when I rae in Adsl high school. tis son #iles, a 
was justly faious as a bareback rider and for years owned his own show. 
I heve a personal iets Lo that is witnesy to the quality of Hiram Orton. 
Owe April day when he was just ready to start his chow season in Adel 
Piicte dives maubbad a drygoods box and held up a piece of naper. 

"1 have just received word," he said, "that the President, of the 
United States was shot by at last night and died thia morning. 
There will be no show today. Call at the box office and get your monsy 
back." , 

Yy fatacr bad brought the whole uillians fanily to see the show 
and I was youngest of the Liibee He bad brought us from the farm sitting 
on the fresh stras iua wagon box drawn by buck and Uerry, the faithful 
Old otens Bith the moncy he went to the picture shep opcrated by Urs. 
Hattie Sloane, and there had pictures taken of all, "Aunt Ret" wae a 
real artist and I still have the beautiful daguerreotype taken of myself 
the day that President Lincoln died. 

While on this aubject another episode may sell be told. In my 
school days in Adel I “ell knew one "Loc" Gilkeson, sho lived not far 
from the Erenton home. "Doc" had been a clown in the Crton show and 
was quite a wit. In the Dallas County Gazette of Sept. 7, 1266 
sppear ed this communication from him, 
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“HOT bDFAD.eit haviag been currently reported here and eslsewhere, 


that I had taken sick whilst travelinz with Orton Brots eclircue in 

iN 
Michigan, tliat I iad lest the company and went to “ensied, Unie, «nd 
there had kicked the bucket, went dewd and was no more, which report 
wags erronecus and walch I know not sog whan I heara it, it. is tree I 
left the company et Kiles, sich. sai) .ent to v-hio, Lad 4 very severe spell 
of sickness for sveral acek3s but «ith the aid of ne cheal skill, and the 


best of care, I #48 enabled to overtake the coupany, eno return with the @> Loe 


to this place (4el) their «inter quarters and my heelth cuch improved. 
Dre ale Sx 33.1 ke son," 


Gilkeson s::tired end sas sacc eded by Al lields, famous for many 


ers 


years in vaudeville. Fleles, Wiles Orton and Charlies Shefer used te 
have reunions in jes Neines. Shafer hud been the min in the circus ¥ho 
held »p 2a pole on ehich 4 gymwst did tricks, cid he Leciuc a [Ces voines 
pay oy 2 
policemane As tetorg slated, the wlnter praegtice barn for the Ortens was 
near the Prenton benme and the farclics west alvaiys Crieindilsre 
Tt wes with this show that dames i. brenton traveled for a time 
gouersault 
as an en athlete, coiny the sceerseukt act faa a cpring board. The flip 
in thea air of his nsarly 300 pounds seiznt alveys crated a aansatione 
dames %. was the monber of the fmaily x0 lad a roush and ready 
colorful career. In ow tusn lycewa there Herr tycrs first found out he 
could be an actor on the atase, dim ran tue show for a long ahile, until 
Frank, Sweeley and syself tecrad up on his and tock sver. Jim and I, for 
& tim, covyrtai the sums girl, a schoovate of both of us, but she resried 


one better than cithar of use Supt. mus Dalley, count; anew of 
gcpOOls, got a lett r from scuoel aublbcritivs ab 'yuncp, Ucbraska, sayin 


ther had a school nobody could control amd they seught ane who might try, 
Vante Lilley sert Jim Brenton to (diaye Ina letter to se at the tins 
he told of his expericncee Sydsey wis out on th edve of "the plains" 
and the boys that came to sehool were @ tung. lot. Cin sadd that cfter 
the first day he lined tie coys ull up in a rot an? bad tinm pass his 


desk.iie asked each one to lay his pistol or bowle knife on the toachor's 


= 


 STiat=) Se ats w biheal = i gi 4 ey - 
' ey ; , oP th Sa) st ae. : erie a a 
] a ¥ > a 
’ 


cerariwotins bes ote badneqest ~fine'rHa Head Lowel 
ni eusilo vlont mati) sitio subi awed sah adote noobie E 


bre: Oks shellac ol sow bays ar Qaee ond tiod bas i dels 
sroqet dol: oust off wow Es | a, Tie ¢ rigus, wid hatola Panes 
I outed t2 ¥ el bis: aie wy) a2 domo ME Beis ina ORO" 
~- eTeven yoov a bial pos t: 6 Jno. Une sid. venti oa G 
‘2 ene elite faolbew Le bile ail: sds: Sad E98 fesse | 280 
“aes arte Werte (Badd oh 0 Ge 5 ait olifiote ct beside tra TL wiio es 
bovoyant fact its me ub apegidip wdithe eas (io.a) woud £ f 


2 vi 


aos . 


Wt Moles Lee ee 2 ail! 
wise TOY varcot gees! ds Sh) a ue Bad Deo boiid os Be 


oF been led ahaetd Un note ee le enhoky . of Livabity 


ore siroris er tk met wld aeed-bal sotadd -eimtes €o7 AE oth a 


conto! EBT & cc: Ua Tait hicey etenteeeedee LG allepe ae Usher mo ofey 9-4 
c i a rit . Bema nd Che NTE mir ¢ inde «ic of Gh 

oe Lawik. ogeela, ces nodiine? oft bole exrodunadgegert ott ; 
wie s 101 Befovuit nolites) si r iaeit gone etfs ttiw eal ff | 


wr) be 
Ail wee " 
otf: ail .biccd (ch oo dos éipasveess ait untch .efsiie iee 


entijenaee n fadn wm ayaxts Juste: cbsweg oot tikan sit to Via 
Scovr bas dtpor & ba! oie lies) edt to tede = off ese ot! somes 
wy | 
4 1 nin } PY nia {2 Sto SIO OvL peace wee ol tsa [ito 
fiter .oftiin enrol s 1” wonke ong aot all ispws of no setom me Se eae 
Tod 22 bree m2l etevo voc bn “i! no cu Lect od Deca lee inet 
- ack 
Jo ahvauise 6 fuly ome oi yee «eee ie 
40 Anscnedetanens “Season a Qulhi cert’ alg: soy TS uae ee ee 
ANSE .eneats vruly' ds ew iiselivs fociss goat FT Jeet 2 S0g es 
oe. 
a3 ditoie offence Shave '! bas Lostaoo blues ybaion Jooive s Baie 
R i? 
te oe | ¢ r . . =. : t .* ff mit one] ° ? 
welt als 3 ct nodteol oof eyesby of modiinad aut due gabe 
Yortel: af!" Lo sulie cl mo duo enw yeebye eaonoizeqao eit Teo 
Pad Le 
gate gand hiner, et. edéol iced » ope Loose G emo eee oypd acl? | ¢ 


elif ceaq emi! hai oom row 6 nib gu Lis eyed odd wee eae 


etrofoe J and uo gttnodt etwod vo Lodatq aid yal od ano tiose Bolles 


Je 
desk, which they did, under promise that the weapon would be re 
y 
turned after school, The program was carried i$ each day for several 


days and then the boys from the cow ranches stopped bringing their 


_8uns to school. The achool was finished without disturbance, Pater, 


‘Jin went to Des Moines and became supertencent of the Polk county 


Schools. But before this he had been for several years principal of 


- the school at Vaukee, One of his pupils told me long after that she 


regarded Jim as the best teacher she ever knew~=not much on aritghnetic 
but strong on good citizenship, 

One day in 1901, Danicl wW, Wooden, atoiney of Des Moines » who 
had long been in Adel » Came to me with the statement that Jin Brenton 
contemplated becoming yeondi date for mayor. Tie were both from Adel and @ 
had long known the Frentons, and after talking it over we apreed to 
give a hand to Jim and boost him for mayore I had been a warm friend of 
John MacVicar, sn, but I could not turn down an Old friend fron Adel, 
lle was elected meyor, and made a good one, It wag during his time that 


President Theodore Roosevelt visited Des Moines and there wag a parade. 


Teddy was a husky man with the tan of his North Vekota ranch; but he rode 


in a carriage with Haypr Brenton » Who towered over him in physical bulf 
and shared the epiae tt Jim was good for a free fight, a baseball game 
or @ political rally, | 

Mention was made above to the basball greatness of Dallas oe 
county in the early heydey of that noble game. Jin Brenton was the star 
catcher of the Ade] "Look Out" club, Many of the menbers had been 
in the old Orton circus traing barn nsar the Brenton home and had 
become athletic and versatile. About 1870 the Club was thoroughly orvan- 
ized and adopted the new rules which gave the minha battery a bettenmn 
control of the game and Stopped the endless running. A harness maker named 
Eauim Bingham was pitcher and under the old rules of low delivery he wag 
Good, When waist line pitching wag permitted, George Hiller got into the 
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oi game ri As Russell, long time in the title abstract business, was 

. second ae sone captain. Jes Garoutte, «ho had played with the Cincin- 
"nati "Reds" becaze an alternate catcher. Uthors recalled neve “ave Harsh 
a F. J. Ucttulten, %. A. Tudor, L. i, Patty, Charles Cranford, Fd Grima, fh 
:* - Charles McMullen, #. J. Sneeley and :ill wrockwy. it was this teaa that 


brought back from a state tournament in uskaloosa as a trophy a rosewood 
bat and a silver ball, which for years adorned the wall in the frout maa 
office of the )uss “lL Abstract companys 

Tpere were others of the family. Archibald rrenton ran the 
drug store in Adel owned by hin.aclf and his fatier, laler went to 
Lohrville, Iowa. ie wes one of the Second lowa Vatberye | 

Dre Thores Bronton vent to bac City. le was son of Pre dunes 

Ey, and read the books in the lutter's office. it wag “ir. Tou" wid ion 
aftervards told me how that he and thie senior ductor suved the life cf on 
father. ta Ton was not then in the practice but did some traveling fcr 
his father. As he wis driving Past the Naivington mill, some distance 
north of Adel, he sav my father, Upirain «illiens, fall with a pert of 
the building he was tearing done Ue picked up the injured man and found 
that hia neck was broken, a real fracture of the bones of the 


vertebra. Ee knew enough about doctoring to know what to do to revive 


him, took him in his carriage to our farn, where the senior doctor 


falloved up and brouwsh wy fathor to a condition of fair health. 

A daugnt-r of bre Brenton married a men named Nichols end 
they had a fine family, vell known in Adel tefore they vant to Seuth 
Dakota. ' 

Allie Brenton wa a woman of sterling worth, She taught 


school. She induced me to signbaterperance pledge. che helped organiza 


.¥ 
pears nibbon club. che taught in normal iastitutes. She marricd 


igte and became lira. Allie Harpel. She kept the books of an ice bus less 
that was omed by herself and Jin, her brother. che was a superior woman 
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jhere was a time, pernaps just once, when Dr. J. 5. Brenton 
and his son, Ym. fi. 'renton, found their interests clashing and each 
went his om vay. von after completion of 202 los\ Island road and the 
Wesrort Todce road. ait the platting of inllas Cunter cnd other tonng > 
there wag acltctia forcamemirs Cte Glens cenve, 1a, plaiters of 
Patties Cente mine an bi bithabcingiavesc(i: i721 pivole got scared. @ 
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was the larzest tosn in the coumly. Aor thg of i vel aad teclield 
rere fee (Pere Meh see} ly lotouplen te-uebchl i on retention of 
the mown? cekte ie UFTENiCn as Ont C2 tie Leaa corde biter a railroad 
com 2 oy wis orgenized, in L075, and a redlroad was uctuelly built. 

Tt was a nurros puage, seven wiles lungs to woulkee In 1078 the 


first train rane It consisted of a cinkey miw engines, iac or thre 


onan cars,Te first train rsn from "del to Cauhes. (aa vard, the 


plethentt:; "as enginoor, aad Tom oentany Jivesy barn sun, wags concueter 
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Aéel and we let ow legs bane over the front. Gut on the nrairia « rabbit 
S2t on the tsaek. he had never son any tiiay Laks lt before and eaited 3 
until re sot close to dun becore aovinge Shen he rea coun the track 
sone distenen end waited for us to cate We 
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wandis, secretary; Je vs fissell, treasurer, “ot mil s | 
Jatcr vas the river crossed into Adel. But the county seat as saved. 
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other incid nt hiras just come to mind. It was the custom to rotato 


é 
among the towns in the south part of Dalles county the Fourth of July 
celeurations.e f.del people went to LeSote one year, and thay had @ lot of 
field games. We took Jim Ureuton alongs Uhen it cane to the broad jumpy, 
Jin aimply Lifted hig 3oco-pounds inte the air and turned a gsonere 
sault, which sas greeted “itl gruat applause. 4917 265 

Feferring lo the ammal celebrations, thera vas one in goeigend 
Dallas Center and otuer towns attunded. There wag the usual firing of 
guns at dayobreax, then a parade led by the brass band, floats with pretty 
girls in costume and the inevitable “raguuitin™ perade of casteoffs and 
clowns. The parade had just gone up hala atreet when ibere appeared, 
quite unexpectediy, a band of Indiana oa horseback, arms nnd less 
streaked with paint, feathers flying high, whcoping and yelling, as they 
ride slim ponies up the street. Creat cfnstyrastion, Women screaned and 
hid. Then the halt at the tosn pup and dismount. The Indlans *ere & 
band of young mon fron ‘allas Center, under the leadership cf San G. 
Sloane, the editor of the Times. Aen all was quiet the day wac spent ha 
happily. There is where the editor gat the nickname of "PigChief for 
searing the celclratorse | 

So it ws that the Hrentons bad & part in taming the »sild prairi 


kies of Dallas, marking out the trails, turning the rich black soil *o 


o Anthe sunshine, creating a commnuty of good citizens, prosp rous farms 
and towns, drained the ponds of muskrat houses bordered with lady 


Slippsr flowers aud bulrusies, covered the fields vith fat cattle, mits 

effaced the buffilo and deer trails to the salt licks, welconed the 

. stages, the railrosds ani tre automobiles, and did the dut;, of patriots 
_ in making this a better land 
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An incident to illustrate the scrumilous honesty of the 


_ Brentons comes to mind. I had known Charles and Clyde quite «ell. 

: I knew the wife of Charlie before he did. Once when Clyde and I were 
discussing the problems of life as we rested on top of the windnill tower 

at the railroad station in Adel we otlined each to the ater his career. 

We followed the schedule . Yany yesrs Jeter, Charles ambwilpsixramuchel ped 

tie with collection of a revere clain aminst the Citizens “ational Benk , 
while Homer Miller was protestinc. "Pay it,” he sald, "no use bucking the 
goverment."The two brothers came Into my office while i sis in charge of the 
Tea toines office of the United States revemue department. Tucy had a problem. 
They had suffered some lossea on form mortzages in 2 tiv of Uepression. They 

-wanted to know how to handle the mtter on their income tax returns, so aa to 
do entire justice to the covernzent and not chat themse:ves. I outlined the 
proper procedure, which accorded with the Jay 3 and was different from ahat 
they had been advised. They took my advice and it saved them many thousands of 
dollars in taxes and yet fulfilled the requiirenents of law. In olicer yours Charles 


was an influential member of the state board of education. 
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